"If I Were Mayor"

By Ethan Peacock, Southeast Bulloch Middle School


    If I were mayor, I would make it my mission to improve safety throughout the city. Elected officials must partner with the community to make safety a common goal. This leads me to think, “What is safety?” According to the dictionary, safety is freedom from danger, risk, and injury. It’s a condition of being protected against harm. I would work with citizens and government personnel to implement measures that would be aimed at improving all forms of safety.
    One of the safety measures I would like to improve involves pedestrian traffic and bicycle transportation. Concerning people who jog, walk, cycle, I would like to provide community classes about pedestrian and bicycle safety. I would like to add bicycle lanes in highly traveled areas. I would encourage the use of proper safety equipment. As mayor, I would assess sidewalks and bicycle lanes to make sure they are adequately maintained. 
    Another important safety measure involves motorist. I would work to ensure safe roadways, including adequately maintained highways. I would utilize law enforcement to promote appropriate driving standards, such as monitoring travel speeds, removing impaired drivers, observing proper modes of transportation, and checking licenses.
    In addition to the above, safety measures is my concern about reliable emergency care. For me, emergency services are those that involve medical care, fire safety, and police operations. Emergency medical services include a 911 system, as well as prompt and adequately available ambulances. I would work with emergency medical companies to make sure that resources are appropriate for the city’s population and demands. Also, fire departments and police stations must be located properly in order to reach the community in a timely manner. I would support police officers and fire fighters, and would utilize them to make recommendations about emergency services in the city.
    In summary, being the mayor of a city is a tremendous responsibility. Safety of its citizens relies on numerous factors. By maintaining a safe environment, I would increase interest and activity like businesses, which would help the local economy. This would make my city thrive and develop — the ultimate goal for any mayor.
